

ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk:  Mr John McKeown, Windward, North Lee Lane, Terrick, Aylesbury HP22 YB
Telephone:  07880 732574.  E-mail:  clerk@ellesborough-pc.gov.uk

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ON MONDAY 21st September 2026 AT 7.30PM

Present: Councillors:
J.Hamer, V.Keeble, H Holman, D.Panikkar, S Withey, M. McGrail	
	      
Parish Clerk: John McKeown

Six members of the public were in attendance plus PC Sgt Caitlin Neal 
	    
Item 5.1       Apologies – Cllr Hares

Item 5.2	Declarations of Interest. None declared. 

Item 5.3 	Minutes.  The minutes of 20/07/2026 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 5.4.	Road Safety Issues.
· Cllr Panikkar has received a response from Bucks Highways to discuss at a teams meeting (to be arranged) the several points raised concerning traffic movements in Dunsmore.                                                                       DP
· White lines on Missenden Road were rejected by James Tunnard. Suggested this needs to be raised with Bucks Highways Dept               DP
· James Tunnard also suggested that Bucks Highways are not responsive to white lines or speed reductions unless there are recorded deaths on any stretch of road                                                                                         DP
· 30mph limit extension on Ellesborough Road to Kimble is ongoing     DP
· Cllr Keeble has received 59 responses to the online traffic survey. Ten to twelve volunteers came forward for Speedwatch duties – this needs to be followed up for training. Also, Cllr Keeble to precis the results and circulate.                                                                                                  VK

Police Sgt Caitin Neal attended the meeting and was given the floor to update parishioners on local issues. It was reported that crime in the area has reduced since last year in terms of burglaries, and that anti-social behaviour and fallen trees have kept the local police busy. CCTV was discussed and Sgt Neal suggested this is very useful in helping police with enquiries. Her email address for any reportable issues is: -
Caitlin.neal@thamesvalley.police.uk	
Item 5.4.1 Wendover Road footpath review. The feasibility of constructing a footpath from the bottom of Wendover Road to the golf course is unlikely as the costs would be prohibitive. Refuge points may be an option                       MM/DP                                                                       

Item 5.4.2 Bus stop on Nash Lee Road – Cllr Withey has had an emailed response on a bus stop on Nash Lee Road – agreed in principle but stated that until the road is rediverted by HS2/EKFB there will be no changes and that it had to be financially viable. Cllr Withey to email the parishioner with this latest update.						          	SW
Item 5.4.3 Church steps to open graveyard. Cllr Panikkar has repeated the report to the Rights of Way team for an update. This was reported last year with no progress so far.      DP
Item 5.4.4 MVAS Latest update
Item 5.4.4 MVAS relocation Cllr’s Panikkar and Withey have located the pole position on Missenden Road using a metal detector. MVAS moving to be arranged               DP/MM/DH
Item 5.5 Recreational Facilities. 
· Playground repairs are now completed, and all agreed the old bench moved in the summer can remain under the tree shade and is stable.			    	         
· Number 4 allotment is still vacant – Clerk to continue to advertise                   JMcK
· New dog fouling sign needs to be replaced					         HH
· The entrance track to the playing field has now had hardcore laid to cover this problem. 	 
· Risborough Rangers have started the new season with games on the 13th & 20th so far.   
Item 5.6. Playing field licence– The draft licence is currently awaiting the final document to be completed. Invoice to be sent once this has been issued and signed off.      JMcK/MMcG
Iten 5.7 Biodiversity – the Churchyard wild flowers were lower this year due to the hot summer, and the “big rake” has now been completed. Cllr Holman met with Deborah Hullet and Steve Webb to discuss the state of the churchyard to consider areas to be strimmed, hedges cut, and a quote for a new hand rail at the lower steps. Awaiting quotes		HH
Item 5.7.1 Calendar Cllr Holman showed a mock-up of the EPC calendar but is waiting for a few more photos to be sent through. Suggested that any profits be split between the local Church and Parkinsons UK. Unanimously agreed. Fixed dates to be added to the calendar e.g. Next year’s EPC meeting dates, and the summer party. Clerk to provide meeting dates to Cllr Holman and Dunsmore parishioners have provided dates for their church sale and cream teas.              
Item 5.8 Finance – Cllr Holman signed off the pre council reconciliation for the current and savings accounts.
The following payments were made since the last meeting.
DDR 		£7.00		Bank charges
BACS		£548.10	Grass cutting July 2026
BACS		£950.00	Ellesborough Magazine donation
BACS		£525.00	PKF Littejohn AGAR Audit 
BACS		£15.00 	Presentation cheque fee Unity Trust Bank
BACS		£112.00	Dunsmore grass cutting donation
BACS		£382.19	Grass cutting Aug 2026
BACS		£261.40	New dog bin and installation
BACS		£419.88	MOT Type 1 spreading on playing field entrance
Ch 300004	£341.66	Clerk office rent and expenses
Item 5.8.1 CIL Payments – a Community Infrastructure Levy expenditure to date has been shared with the Chairman 
Item 5.9 Planning – planning updates circulated – no action required
Item 5.9.1 Stoke Mandeville local plan. Cllr’s McGrail and Holman met with Stoke Mandeville to discuss linkage between the parishes and their local plan. Too early to comment on any issues currently. 
Item 5.10 Affordable housing -building work has commenced with no issues raised
Item 5.11 Clerk’s report and correspondence
Item 5.11.1 AGAR approved and completed
Item 5.11.2 Ellesborough Magazine donation – Payment of £950 completed
Item 5.11.3 Large presentation cheque – ordered and delivered. To be presented in Wycombe hospital by Cllr Withey. BACS payment completed for £600. 			SW
Item 5.11.4 Precept – the second payment of the precept has been received from Bucks Council
Item 5.12 Dunsmore 
Item 5.12.1 White Pond Two workstreams are progressing in parallel. Suggestions to consult the Chiltern Society, which proposes a biodiversity survey and an assessment of whether desilting White Pond and Black Pond would be appropriate. Meanwhile, Ellesborough Parish Council will conduct a flood-risk assessment to determine whether repairing the clay liner could cause localised flooding. If the risk is minimal, the Council will consider applying for rural funding to repair the liner and, possibly, reduce selected tree crowns to limit water loss through transpiration. 						JH
Item 5.12.2 White Gates -The idea isn't particularly popular in the village because it urbanises a rural hamlet but is also thought to be ineffective. 
Item 5.12.3 Defibrillator – Dunsmore residents would like a defibrillator fitted in the village. Agreement in principle to mount one on Dunsmore Church. EPC unanimously agreed to cover annual running costs of electricity ~£15-£20 per annum but the cost of procurement needs to be agreed including a heated cabinet. 
Item 5.12.4 Light and noise pollution – this has been raised by Dunsmore residents but is not within the remit of EPC. This is the responsibility of the local authority.
Item 5.12.5 Climate Action Emergency plan -Ellesborough Parish Council has not declared a climate emergency yet but will be sending a representative for training. 		    JMcK
Item 5.13 HS2 – An HS2 vehicle was reported on Chalkshire road. EKFB said it was not travelling on HS2 business!
Item 5.14 Media and website – No current update
Item 5.15 Parish Hall update – Structural damage is evident by the Gents toilets, and on the outside wall where cracks have appeared. Insurance contacted and a specialist needs to assess the cause – tree roots or drainage channels.							SW
Parish Hall bookings are very busy currently – possibly due to the Stuart hall being closed for refurbishment. 
Item 5.16 Matters of report- 
· Xmas tree lights need to be replaced					          JMcK/DH
· Ellesborough trust accounts need to be forwarded to the Clerk		DP
· The children’s party dates suggested were either the 13th or 20th December	SW
· New Union Jack flag has been purchased and given to Matt Glover. Chairman to collect it for erection.								MMcG
· Coombe Hill Car Park to be added to next meeting agenda			JMcK
Item 5.17 Open forum – 
· Removal of planning comments by Bucks Council discussed
· Speeding in Dunsmore discussed. Speedwatch gun cannot be used in a 60mph zone
· Painted over sign at crossroads on North Lee Lane discussed. Parishioner to email Cllr Panikkar with suggestions to put to Bucks Highways team.		DP
Item 5.18 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held in Ellesborough Parish Hall on Monday 16th November at 7.30pm. 

The meeting closed at 21.08hrs


Signed 



Matthew McGrail
Chairman 









Ellesborough Parish Council minutes 2.09.2026
